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e Getieral Aſſembly, our anniverſary Elec- 
tion of Repreſentatives approac ing, it behoves us maturely to conſider 
the vaſt Importance, of kin gs right Uſe of this Privilege wich regard 
to Ourſelves and Poſterity. am a Member of the ſame Commu- 
nity with you, * ee in the ſame Bottom, upon the Principles of Li- 


| berty, I take the Fre tF.addreſs yok in this publie Manner. | 
In Order, G lemen, to forth à fight c Judgment e 1 „1 apprehend WP” + 
it is abſolutelꝭ ty, what we conſider ardcalars, Vis. Our Original * 
from whence 8 The preſent Circumſtances of the Province. oy our wa 
| Repreſentatives di 


charged their Truſt. _ . 
s to our Original, we had tha Hongar of x from a Hick ſettled v 
and Plan of Liberty ;— They left their Mother- 


ntry oant of the inſupportable Burthen of religious Tyranny, exerciſed in a 
cruel Manner A to the Clergy) by choſe uf the *Felatical Order *h@aded by 
. Arch- Bie p 242 tent of 3 the enormous Boyer of the Star. Chamber 


Court, attempted to raiſe Royalty above the Laws and Liberties of the People, by the 
"chimerical Ide Prerogative. * 3 its Plea on the hollow 8 eb Foundation 
iv aflive Obediende, with which man 
2 N ON wok 8 T eall hollow and cob SS 
Ws their — oled in the Devotigp or Ignorancę of the People, and 
raud-or Iufluende of che Tlergy' which Leaming and Kneslelge canld impair” _- 
The Epii al Clergy, many of them, were then the Crown's chief and : 
and yet under 'theivCouduRt,amtwigh aye tion, 
my (for national Virtue — then more firong g. the 


mupt, Werſbl ten in! mes} yet day wich T. 
Advantages did 9 te Crown make 1550 ent acbb d pon U Liber 


5 * 


E People. — * 35 . 
T7 Ke Vs forgot, "We han ketrd. Wann a Fa- ** 


thers ha 6, what extrabrdinary P Lee toward 0 Mak ark even, with 
this airy Apparatus, in on 3 laſt here 2 Toll, what 
what Slau underwent before = 5 1 __ the IR, . 


be wangui N TER WOE were run, what large Compliances made under "1 WP 
Charles the Second, and how near fatal the: was to Freedom and Liberty ander his * N 
Brother James; an Ae, when inSir Edmond Androſe's Adminiftration, our Fathers were a 
ftript,of all their Privileges, and when they pleaded the Engliſh Privileges, were taunt- ' © 
ingly told, © Thoſe Things, af not Airy x ta the End: of the Earth.” Then it, | ht 
2 e e 9 : 
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in Order ta build the King's Chappel, 12 22 af he Aſhes, 4 
in unſpeaka ble Grief to yo People ous Tears: wers 
Ax e of their aber. we ge that Res mm ſerved to heigh-. 

| Fl draw a Vail over this dark Scene, which 1 have men- 
tioned for 2 1 . Neon, but to put you, in Mind, from whence comas W 
Power, of, which gur Fathers bad ſo large a Draught, and then 1 doubt not you will 
wow you: ranks 44 6a et. aſwaye fallows the Cauſe, and what has been, may 


"The preſent Circumſtances of the. Province are ſo very diſtreſling and dark, as that J 
to look ＋ ao into them, would have a Tendency to drive us into Deſpair, hut ⁊ve | N 
of the Cammas Wealth, as the Houſe of Repreſentatives judiciouſly ob- WO 
red 425 2 Adel to his Excellency upon his Acceſſion to the Government, in 1 
Sentiments his Excellency agre with them, for this Reaſon, We were under 
the 22 of his Majeſty; Reign, 8 Bleſſing we till happily 5 and God grant we 
may have long continued to us, hecauſe upon that, in a great Meaſure depends the Removal 
the Foundation all our Misfortuzes. he „with the Bravery, Spirit, Fortitude 
2 Magpanimiy of Engliſhmen, or rather of New- England Men, let us take a Survey 
of our Circumſtances with a manly Reſolution, honeſtly to purlue the firſt and grand 
Pp towards a Reformation, vix. 
make Choice of & free, haneft and independent Hauſe of Rapreſentatiwer. To animate 
un to this neceſſary Duty to our God, our King, and our Country. Let us view our 
Country” in this Light, A Country immerged in an Ocean of Debt, being indebted, as 
it is laid near One Millian Old Tenor, after the Cape Breton Reimburſment ſhall be paid, 
und ſo much as that ſhall be curtailed, ſo much our Load will be increaſed. This * 
Debt was not incurred for our own immediate 4 but to make and ſecure to t 
Crown, in the reducin cing Cape-Br. wg pig for the Auſtrian Netherlands the 
Barrier of the Durch r. and to protect the King's two Governments _ 
of FOES Cgatia, ite ſe en- noe Wie & Nerv: -Hampfeire by the laſt Determination of 
as rent fram us a very large and 5 Tract of Land, where - 
by many TY our wy are obliged either to purchaſe a new, or become Tenants to * 
the prelent pretended Lords ef the Sail, who, for a triſling Cankideration, purchaſed 
of one Maſen, who calls himſelf an Heir and Deſcendent of the Patentee. Another 
| © Article: of Charge Ka accruing to the Province was that of Billeting the Canada Soldiers. 
3 | "And new theſe. great Articles of Charge, which were incurred purely for ad- 
2 4 | — of the etal of The. Crown, can we lay. the Publick or any Individual (the Go- 
"E vernor and. a few more created) have received any Recompence On the contrary, 
bas nat eur Loyalty and publick Spirit, been made a Stale of, to leſſen the Weight 
A WR of the People by ſhifting their Property, the Foundation and Cauſe of Power into the 
4 Pockets. of thoſe who have thereby been enabled to raiſe Prerogative to an enormous 
Heighth? Here Gentlemen, it may be of publick Utility, to pauſe a little, examine, 
and, woe upan the following Queries, Vin. Whether the Intereſt and Power of Pre- 
| rogative has not — — increaſed fince the Succeſs at Lovi/lawrg 2 Whe- 
Lf 5 the. Friends of Power have not thereby acquired a lead ling and Infxence over the 
N Hearts and Minds 5 the Pe 1 to Liberty, and alluring to Ambition, 
7 Which Influence may chance to be as inauſpicious to the publick Interelt of our Coun- 
i ux, as already it bath proved fatal to the Liberties of France ? Have not Avarice and 
<4 Ambition in our Times brought Honour and Virtue to a publick Market? Has | 
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1870 Forge their own Chains; while the credulous and good. natured People ſeem fiiwi- 


ling or incapable to withſtand its Charms ? Is it nor to be feared the foregoing Queries 
muſt be anſwered in the Affirmative ? Which, if true, then it is eaſy to diſcover our 


Diſeaſe, and upon you, Gentlemen, in your enſuing Election depends the Cure, which 


is, your chufing ſuch to repreſent you, who will not ſuffer your Pockets to be quite 
turned inſide out, nor the Power of the Hoaſe to be made wholly ſubſervient to the 
Will and Pleaſure of the Chair; becauſe when the Dominion and Property of any 


Country is at the Will and Pleaſure of one Man, that Dominion and Property under 
proper Orders, will give Riſe to abſolute Power, but when poſſeſſed and conveyed by 


the Inhabitants in fuch Manner, as that no particular Perſon, or Number of Perſons, 


can over ballance the collective Body of the People (to anſwer which End the Romans 


had their Agrarian Law, and our Province has her wife Law for the Divifion of In- 
teſtate Eſtates) will produce with the Aſſiſtance of proper Orders, a free and popular 


- Government. I have been the fuller upon this, becauſe it is the Source of all our 
Misfortunes, for Riches and Opulence in the Body of the People, will not only ſecure 


them againſt the lawleſs Attacks of Power, but retain Power in their Pay, and make it 
like Fire a very good Servant. But the Want of them expoſe a People to the fame 
Inſults and Depredations, which have been made- by the wicked Abuſe of Power 
upon many of our Brethren. Such, as the unparallelled Impreſsat Woburn ; the never 
to be forgotten Treatment of our Brethren relating to Deſerters, under Colour of an 
AQ of Parliament. True it is, Robert Clark, and ſome of the Under-ARQors in this 
horiid Tragedy have been proſecuted, and the Council and Houſe of Repreſentatives 
did take ſome Notice of the Hon, EI. Hutchinſon, Eſq; as appears by the following 
Extract from the printed Journals of the Houſe. Witham Feye, Eſq; brought down the 
following Vote of Council, wiz. © Y PRE Tn en eee 
G n In Council, June 4th 1747 


1 . kt 
9114 174 (Nu / if 


Upon a Hearing had before the two Houſes on thoſe Articles in the Reſolves paſſ- 


- 


ed by the late General Court on the 25th of April laſt, on the Complaints of Tedidiah 


83 and Jobn Whitney, and others, which relates to | the Hon. 'E 2 Him Hutchinſon; 


J; | 


It appears that after the firſt Warrant for apprehending John Whitney; and Jobe 


Randall had been returned, on the 23d of Feb. laſt, two Warrants in the Hand-Writ- 


Ing of the ſail El. Hutchinſon, iſſued from Anthony Stoddard, Eid: upon the Complaint | 


of Capt. William Farris, one againſt {aid Whitney, and the other againſt ſaid Randall, 
for the ſame Offences ; who were thereupon apprehended and brought to Ben, and 
with the ſaid My. Hutchinſon's Knowledge and Countenance committed to Goal, without 


being convtutd before any lawful Authority ; that while they were in Goal, the ſaid 


Whitney and Randall, were terrified and compelled to give a full Diſcharge to Robert 
Clark, in two Adtions they had commenced againſt him for his illegal Proceedings a- 
gainſt them, and to acknowledge in ſaid Diſcharge the Receipt of one Hundred Pounds 
Old Tenor, which avas'mewver paid; and were further obliged to pay near Fifty Pounds 


Old Tenor, ſaid to be for Charges, Damages and Tmpriſonment of ſaid Cu; in 


ehich Procetding, the ſaid Mr. Hutchinſon wvas fo far concerned, as to give Direction for 


A uriting the ſaid Diſcharge. Tt likewiſe appears that a Bond for One 'Thouſand Pounds 
lawful Money to produce Samurl Whitney a Deſerter, ſigned by Amos Brown and others, 


were exorbitant and oppreflive, and that the ſaid Mr. Hutchinſon countenanced their en- 
tring into the ſame, 85 | FS ITT Saget eee 
Reſolved therefore, That the Conduct and Behaviour of the Jaid Mr. Hutchinſon 
i | N the 
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_ koncurred. 
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ſembly ; and yet nothing is more evident, than that a Conſtitution of this Sort may 
exiſt and remain, when Liberty is ſubjected to the Luſts of Tyrants—How long, Gen- 
tlemen, bad Rome ber Senate and Aſſemblies ? How long did ſhe enjoy thoſe Shadows 
of her Priſtine Freedom, after that Freedom was ſubverted by the triumphant Tyrapny 
of one Man? But why need I mention Nome? - not France formerly her Par- 
Jiaments, free, bold and jealous Parſiaments? And bath not France at this Day no- 
minally the ſame Parliaments ; the ſame Form of Chambers, or Eſtates of Parliaments? 
And yet, what a falling off is there? What a Loſs of Liberty? What an Increaſe of 


Royal Power — England too, has her Parliaments, and her Chambers of Parliament, 
but when the Power of the Crown, all as far tranſcend the Ability and Power ofthe © 


People there, as already it hath done in France, Liberty and à Popular Conſtitution 
ſhall be as little felt or known in England, as at this Pay in France; and the 'ſame 
will hold true as to New- England; for like Intereſt andPower will promote like De- 
fHigns, And produce the ſume Effect. e a nter 
Now, Gentlemen, let us proceed to conſider how far the Tenor of Proceedings and 
Behaviour of our late Repreſentatives, tended to ſupport or deſtroy our Conſtitution, 
which I take to be our moral Right to 27 and Freedom, maintained by tbe Thing pe- 
culiar to Engliſt men, The auguſt, and awful Influence and Power of the People,” Gentle- 
men, I am very apprehenſive that our Conſtitution is” at this Day in more Danger gf 
being changed and overturned, than ever it hath been at any Time btfore';" becauſe” 
think it is apparent, that the Power and Influence of the People, and tie Cauſe of that 
Power, which is the Property and Riches of a Country, - hath been, and ſtill fs greatly 
declining from the People, and that the ſame Power and Cauſe of Power, hath been; and 
- ſtill is acquired and accumulated on the Side of thoſe who are attached to Prerogative; 
if this Fact be true, then my Apprehenfion will appear to yu hot without Reaſon. / 

I ſhall not, Gentlemen, recapitulate, nor enforce thoſe Articles of *publick Complaiat 
ſo often repeated and ſo well charged, yet ſo ill anſwered by thoſe; whoſe Duty it ha 
been to anſwer or amend. For tho the Want of every Order proper to preſerve and 
ſecure our Conſtitution be a ſtrong and juſt Cauſe of Complaint; tho Power and Preroga- 
tive be greatly extended and greatly increaſed; increaſed by Armies of mercenary Tools, 
whoſe only Pay is a Feather, yet — Conſideration of one of them when pro- 

' perly 
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do uſe his Intereſt to load you with, a Debt of C. 8 0,090 ON Teadr creaſed d oy | 
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almoſt univerſal and ſeemingly, irreſiſtible, Influence of Corruption; and Bribery : Tho“ 
I ſay by theſe and many other ſuch Particulars the Power and Influence of Pre- 
rogative is inconceivably more extenſive now, than it ever was at any Time in 
this Land: Vet the moſt fatal Blows were not given till of late: Fatal I call them, as 
they tend direcily and immediately to the Subverſion. and Change of the Canſtitution; 
1 fay.fatal, as they came not by the Wantonneſs and Violence of Prerogative, but ho] 
given by the Power of the People truſted with their Repreſentatives. The Blows. 
mean, are the Tranſactions of the Houſe relating to the Hon. James Allen, E/q; the 

* "paſling the Act intitled, An Act for drawing in the Bills of Credit of the ſeveral De- 

79 nominations. which have at any Time been iſſued by this Government, and are ſtill 

41 3 and for aſcertaining the Rate of coined Silver in this Province for the 

A+ | g uture. Se "+ Þ . 8 418 N N 

F As to the Affair of Mr. Alen, it could not be credited, did it not appear in the 

| . printed Journal of the Houſe, That on the 12th, of Dec. (not only three Days after th 

„ Words were ſpoke, but three Days after he had made an Apology for them, which 

1 appeared to be ſatisfactory, becauſe the Matter was dropped, Mr. Allen allowed to 

debate, and appointed upon Committees) a Complaint ſhould be made and ſuſtained, 

That Mr. Allen had uttered divers Expreſſions in a late Debate reflecting upon the 

Legiſlature; That the expreſs Words Mr. Allen uſed, ſhould not be * Writ- 

ing. That upon a Debate concerning the Form of the Queſtion, ; The Queſtion was 

put, Whether the next Qgeſtion be in theſe Words, Whether any Expreſſions have 
deen uttered by Mr. Allen in a late Debate refleQing on any Branch of the Legiſlature? = 

Reſolved in the Affirmative. That on the 14th of Dec. the laſt. Queſtion ſhould be 

: again put, and obtain, and that thereupon the Houſe ſhould paſs the following Reſolu- 

#; © © gion, © Whereas James Allen, Eſq; a Member of the Houle, in a late Debate has ut- 

_ tered certain Expreſſions groſly .reflefting.. on his Excellency the Governor, for ſigning 
certain late Acts or Reſolves of the General Aſſembly, contrary to the Decency re- 
quired/by the Houſe in tbein Debates; and has therefore given juſt Cauſe of Offetice. 

'Reſolved, That in Order to give Satisfaction, the following Acknowledgenient be 
required from the ſaid Mr. Allen, Viz. Ng 
J acknowledge my Expreſſions, in their plain, natural Senſe, contain juſt Cauſe of 

Offence ; and am ſorry. I ever made Uſe of them: And I humbly aſk Pardon. 

That upon ſaid Acknowledgment being read to Mr. Allen, and be thereupon defiring | 
to make a Motion to the Houſe, Mr. Speaker ſhould inform him, he could not hear 9 
Kim till he had ſigned the ſaid Acknowledgement. That the next Day it ſhould be or- 
dered, That until Mr. Allen comply with the Order of the Houſe of Yeſterday ; he 
pe not allowed his Seat in the Houſe, I ſay, did not theſe Things appear in the 

inted Journal of the Houſe ? I imagine, Gentlemen, you would not only diſbeliere 
them, but think the reporting of them, was very injurious to your Repreſentatives; for | 
I doubt not, you will be of Opinion, that thoſe Queſtions are not only unparliamentary, 
but if ſtrictly examined, not fit to ſtand the Teſt of a Court of Quarter Seſſions. I 
take it to be a certain and invariable Rule in the Law, That when any Perſon is pur- 
ſued for Words ſpoke, that the Time when, the Place where, as well as the Words 
themſelves, be LT and that therefore-even a Juſtice of the Peace will not ven- 
ture to iſſue a Proceſs, upon Complaint made for Words ſpoke, unleſs thoſe Tp 
axe fixed, And if a-Precedent of Proceedings.in the Houſe of Lords may be thought 
n N | oo 
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worth Notice, I beg Leave to mention a very 
the Earl of Angleſea, who, in the Reign of his late Majeſty, in a Debate in the Hor 


of Lords, ſpeaking of ſome miniſterial ; Meaſures, ſaid, Such wiolent. Meaſures would 


make the Scepter habe in the King's Hand ; being called on for the Words ſpoke, he 


— 


ſaid, ** If he had been ſo unhappy as by any unguarded or paſſionate Expreſſions to 


« vive Offence to that auguſt Aſſembly, he was ſorry for it. Notwithſtanding this. 


Apology, ſome Members were inclined to have him ſent to the Tower. But the 
Words, he had ſpoken, not having been taken, down in Writing, his Explanation- was 
admitted. In order to have a diſtin and clear Idea of this Affair, let us take a cur- 
ſary. View of it in its ſeveral, Gradations, and then we ſhall ſee how much our Liber - 
ties depend upon it. The Motion is for divers Expreſſions uttered, reflecting upon the 


Legiſlature. In Order to ſupport this, it ſeems neceſſary, not only that the Expreſſions | 


be made certain, but that they be proved to be reſlecting; otherwiſe, as when a Per- 
ſon does not prove his Writ, he muſt fail in his Action; ſo in this Caſe, the Motion 


wanting Proof ſhould have been diſmiſſed, As to the ſecond Vote, The not redu- 


ing the Words to Writing, which was intended to obviate the before mentioned Ob- 
jections, it was ſo far from anſwering that End, or giving any Weight to the Motion, 
that it opened a wide Door for introducing every Grievance of the .Star-Chamber 
Court. The Queſtion, Whether the next Queſtion be in theſe Words, Whether any 
Expreſſions have been uttered by Mr. Allen, in a late Debate reflecting upon any 


Branch of the Legiſlature ? Reſolved in the Affirmative, is, I believe an Original; and 


the Queſtion when put and obtained, was an almoſt intire Departure from the Motion 
except its Looſeneſs and Uncertainty; but as if that was not enough, the Reſolve 
founded upon the foregoing Votes, except in the Points of Looſeneſs and Uncertainty, 
is an entire Departure from the Motion. It being for Expreſſions uttered groſly re- 
flecting upon his Excellency the Governor, for ſigning certain late Acts or Reſolves of 
the General Aſſembly, contrary to the Decency required by the Hopſe in their De- 


bates. Compare this with the Motion, and if it proves any Thing, it proves, that the - 


Governor is the Legiſlature, which, if he be ſuppoſed to be De Fact, yet he is. not 
De Jure, but I believe none of your Repreſentatives, at leaſt before the Election, dare 

ſubſcribe to this Doctrine, in either Senſe. The Expreſſions uttered, and the Reflecti- 
ons contained in them, as to any Thing that appears in Publick, remain an impenetra- 
ble Secret; and as a Precedent may juſtify a future Motion againſt any One, who | ſhall 
dare, in Diſcharge of the high Truſt committed by you, uſe the ſacred Freedom of 
Liberty of Speech, a Thing ſo eſſential to free Governments, that, that and the Se- 
curity of Property always go * jy 8 | | 1 | 
And indeed of this the Houſe ſeem'd to be apprehenſive, for upon Mr. Allen's 
appearing in the Houſe on their Adjournment the 2 iſt Dec. Mr. Speaker enquired of 
him, Whether he had complied with the Order of the Houſe ? And upon Mr. Allen's 
deſiring to be heard, Mr. Speaker informed him, he had no Right to be heard, nor 

appear as a Member of the Houſe, until he had complied with their Orders; and after 
| ſeveral Gentlemen had been heard, Mr. Speaker required the ſaid Mr. Allen to with- 
draw, and he then withdrew accordingly. And the Houſe adjourned the Confideration 
of the Affair to the next Day 3 o'Clock P. M. and then according to Order took 
the Affair under Conſideration, and after a Debate the Qu ſtion was put, Whether 
the Houſe will ſo far reconſider their former Order, as that Mr. Allun be admitted into 
the Houſe, and be reprimanded by the Speaker ? It paſs'd inthe Negative. And there- 
upon a Motion being made and ſeconded, and a conſiderable Debate being had thereon, 
the Houſe came to the following Reſolution, viz. X Reſolved, 


EN . 


8 


remarkable One in Point; ois, Thatof * 


* 


Particular a Relation of Facts in this Affair becauſe I apprehend they moſt 15 
1 


> 1 


_— 


Reſolyed, That James Allen, Eſq; for his Contempt of the Orders of this Houſe be 
«expelled the Houſe. So that Mr. Allen was expelled the Houſe; not becauſe he had 
uttered divers Expreſſions, reflecting upon the Legiſlature, or upon any Branch of the 


S. 


Legiſlature, nor becauſe he would not ſign that Acknowledgment, which he wrote 
the Speaker, “ in Faithfulneſs to his Conſtituents, or in Honour to himſelf as a Mem- 


ber of the Houſe, he could not fign ;”” but becauſe he made his Appearance in the 
Houſe before he had ſigned it, which, I ſuppoſe, was conſtrued a Breach of the Or- 
ders of the Houſe, though upon the Face of the Votes it does not appear, but the 


 Exputfion' might be for the Breach of other Orders of the Houſe ; ſuch as ſpeaking 


more than twice, or going out without Leave, both which were Orders of the Houſe, 
and he by breaking them would treat with Contempt. I have entred into ſo 
rly - 
affect our Rights, and eſpecially that important one, the Liberty of Speech. — 
purpoſely omitted any private Reflections in favour or againſt either Party eoncern'd; 
and honeſtly Declare that I aim at promoting no Intereſt, but that of Liberty and 
Truth, and after giving you the moſt exact Liſt that can be obtained of the Gentlemen 
who voted for the Expulſion, I beg leave to cloſe this Head with the Sentiments of 


an excellent Writer upon Freedom of Speech. The Gentlemen who voted for the 
Expulſion. | 55 | 


William "Hunt, Eſq; Mr. Jonas Bond, Nahum Ward, Eſq; 

Adam Cuſhing, Eſq; Mr. Ephraim Tones, Camaliel Bradford, Eſq; 

Foſeph Richards, Eſq; ' Thomas Greenwood, Eſq; Capt. David Howard,  ' © 

Jobn Sheppard, Eſq; Ephraim Curtis, Eſq; James Otis, Eſq; * 

Mr. James Feffry, Joſeph Buckminſter, Ech, Samuel Knowles, Eq; 

Fohn Choate, Eſq; Capt. John Brown, Foſeph Freeman, Eſq; 

William Collins, Eſq; Benjamin Thompſon, Eq; Capt. Samuel Tyler, 
Jacob Fable, Eſq; © - Toſes Bucknam, Eſq; © Join Storer, Eſq; ; 
Robert Hale, Eſq; Jonathan Preſcot, Eſq; Enoch Freeman, Eſq; 


Mr. Nathaniel Peaſelie, Capt. William Richardſon, ' Jeremiah Powell, Eſq; 


% Whoever (ſays our Writer) would overthrow the Liberty of the Nation, mult 
begin by deſtroying the Freedom of Speech; à Thing terrible to publick Traytors. © - 
This ſecret was ſo well known to the Court of King Charles, that his wicked Mi- 
niftry procured a Proclamation to forbid the People to talk of Parliaments, which 
thoſe Traytors had laid aſide. To aſſert the undoubted Right of the Subject, and 


defend his Majeſty's legal Prerogative was called Diſaffection, and puniſhed as Sedition. 


Nay People were forbid to talk of Religion in their Families. For the Prieſts had 
combined with the Miniſters to cook up Tyranny and ſuppreſs Truth and the Law. 
While the late King James, when Duke of York, went avowedly to Maſs ; Men were 
fined, impriſoned, and undone, for ſaying that he was a Papiſt: And that King Charles 
IId. might live more ſecurely a Papiſt, there was an Act of Parliament made, declaring 
it Treaſon to ſay that he was one. e | a % 
That Men ought to ſpeak well of their Governors, is true, while their Governors de- 
ſerve to be well ſpoken of; but to do publick Miſchief, without hearing it, #s only the - 
Prerogative and Felicity of Tyranny ; a free People will be ſhowing they are ſo by _ 


Freedom of Speech. 


= 


The Adminiſtration ' of Government is nothing elſe; but the Attendants of the 
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Traftees of the People, upon the Intereſt and Affairs of the People: And as it is the 
Part and Buſineſs of the People, for. whoſe Sake alone all publick Matters are, an 
ought to be tranſacted, to fee whether they be well or ill tranſacted, ſo it is the Intere 
and ought to be the Ambition of all honeſt Magiſtrates, to have their Deeds open 
examined, and publickly ſcanned! Orly the wicked Governors of Men dread what is 
ſaid of them ; The publick Cenjure was true, elſe he had not felt it bitter, Freedom of 
Speech is ever the Symptom, as well as Effect, of good Government.— Guilt only 


dreads Liberty of Speech, which drags it out of its lurking Holes, and expoſes its De- 


formity and Horror to Day Light. Horatius, Valerius, Cincinnatus, and other virtuous 


and undeſfigning Magiſtrates of the Roman Common- Wealth, had nothing to fear from 


Liberty of Speech. Their virtuous Adminiſtration, the more it was examined, the 


more it brightned and gained by Enquiry. But Things afterwards took another Turn; 


Nome ih the Loſs of its Liberty, loft alſo its Freedom of Speech; then Men's Words 


degan to be feared and watched; then firſt began the poiſonous Race of Informers, 
(baniſhed indeed under the righteous Adminiſtration of Titus, Nerwa, Trajan, Aurelius, 


del but encouraged. and enriched under the vile Miniſtry of Sgjanus, Tigellinus, Palla, 

and C/eandey : The beſt Princes have ever encouraged and promoted Freedom of 
Speech; they know that upright Meaſures would defend themſelves, and that all up- 
*ight Men would defend them. I doubt not but old Spencer and his Son, who were 
the chief Miniſters and Betrafers of Edward IId, would have been glad to have ſtopt 
che Mouths of all the honeſt Men in England. They dreaded to be called Traytors, be- 
can: they were Teaytors. And I dare ſay, Queen Elizabeth's Walſingham, who delerv; 
ed no Reproaches, feared none. Miſrepreſentation of publick Meaſures is eaſily over- 
thrown, repreſenting publick Meaſures truly: ¶ ben they are honeft, they ought to 
be publickly- known, that they may be publickly commended ; but if "they be"knavifh or per: 
idiot, they ought' to be publickly expoſed, in order to be publickly detefted. | 
an bons 5 : 


To affert that King James was a Papiſt and « Tyrant, was only ſo far hurtful to 
Him, as it was true of him ; and if the Earl of Siraford had not deſerved to be im- 
— he need not have feared a Bill of Attainder. Freedom of Speech is the great 
| ark of Liberty; they proſper. and die together: And it is the Terror of Tray-ors + 
and Oppreſſors, and a Barrier againſt them. It produces excellent Writers, and encou- 
rages Men of fine Genius. "Tacitus tells us, that the Roman Common- Wealth bred 
* and numerous Authors, who writ wich equal Boldneſs and Eloquence: But when 
Tt was enſlaved; thoſe great Wits were no more.— Tyranny bad uſurped the Place af 
quality, which is the Soul of Liberty, and deſtroyed publick Courage. The Minds 
-of Men, terrified by unjuſt Power, degenerated into all the Vilenefs and Methods af 

Servitude : Abje& Sycophancy and - blind Submiſſion grew the only Means of Prefer- 
mente, and indeed of Safety. Men durſt not open their. Mouths, but to flatter. Play 
the Younger, obſerves, that this Dread of Tyranny had ſuch Effect, that the Senate, 
the great Roman Senate, beeame at laſt ſtupid and dumb; Mutam ac fedentariam a 
tiendi nety/[tavenys, Hence, ſays he, our Spirit and Genius are ſtupiſied, brokep, and 
Tank forever. All Mini/fters, therefore, wwho were Oppreſſors, or intended to be Ofpweſſors, 
Save buen loud in their Complaints againſt Freedim of Speech, and the Licenfe of the Preſs; 
and always reſtiained, or ondeavoured to refrain both. In Conſequence-of this, they 
Have'brow-beaten Writers, puniſhed them ,violently, and againſt Law, and byrat their 
"Works, By all which they ſhewed how much Truth alarmed them, and bow much they 


Den at Brmity uu, Truth — Freedom of Speech, chereſore, being of ſuch infinice 
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Importance to the Preſervation of Liberty, every one who loves Liberty ought to 
encourage Freedom of Speech.” Thus that excellent Writer. 

Inaſmuch as the AR relating to the Currencies has but lately paſſed, and has not as 
yet took Effect, but may poſſibly be returned from England with ſome propoſed 
Amendments, and thereby come under the Review and Correction of the next 
Aſſembly; I hope, I ſhall not be faulted for noticing in this publick Manner, 

The Apprehenfions of many worthy People in this Government as to that AR. 
As to the Operation of the AQ, ſome People are fearful, that the Tradeſmen begin 
already to feel its Weight in the Stagnation of Buſineſs, and that the Time is near, 
when Tradeſmen, in the Maritime Towns, thoſe beſt Supports of Church and State, 
(which alſo muſt be the Lot of their Brethren in the Country, it being vain for them 
to think to eſcape the Scythe) D be reduced to eat Sheeps Heads, a Diet which 
has formerly been propoſed for- them as ſuitable to their Rank, and ſeems 
agreable to the modern Opinion, That the People in Neaw- England ſhould: be upon the Foot 
of the People in France and Spain ; the Author of the Pamphlet called a Brief Account 
of the Currencies &c. ſays, * There is no Country under Heaven, where People, who 
'©*© have no Eſtates live ſo luxuriouſly as they do here. But to theſe narrow People 
I beg leave to oppoſe the admirable Saying of Henny the 4th of France called Henry 
the Great — A Saying worthy the wiſe Head and benevolent Heart of that glorious 


Prince — © That he hoped to ſee the Time, when the pooreft Man in France wvould be able 


to have a Pullet in his Pet. Before I proceed any farther I ſhall beg your Patience, 
© while I obſerve to you one Affair relating to the Act, during the Time it was depend- 
ing in the General Aſſembly, becauſe, I think, Juſtice to many worthy Perſons in 
Boſton as alſo a Vindication of a Cardinal Right we gained at the happy Revolution, 
viz. That of Petitioning our Superiours, demand it. The Affair was this, Several Gen- 
tlemen, who were apprehenſive the Bill then under Conſideration in the General As- 
ſembly, might, if paſſed, prove very detrimental to the Public, preferred the following 
Petition to the General Aſſembly; viz. * That your Petitioners are informed that the 
% Application of the late Parliamentary Grant to the Province for the Charges in re- 
* ducing and maintaining the Garriſon at Louiſbourg, is now under Conſideration in 
* the General Aſſembly, and as this is an Affair in which every Individual is moſt 
„% nearly concern'd, wa; OL 
 *Your Petitioners, though they cannot be inſenſible of the Wiſdom and Integrity of 
% the General Aſſembly, yet do moſt humbly pray, that any Bill laid before the 
«« Aſſembly relating to this important Affair and approved, may be made public for 
* ſome Time before it ſhall be enacted, which your Petitioners apprehend has been the 
« Practice and Uſage of the Parliament of Great-Britain in Caſes of the like Moment. 
And your Pertioners as in Duty bound ſhall ever Pray. This modeſt and reaſonable 
Petition ſigned by a Number of reputable Perſons, who pay a Tax of C. 8000 Old 
Tenor, a Tax equal to the Town of Barnſtable, and probably more than-all the 
Friends to the Bill in the General Aſſembly paid, was rejected; and the Signers 
only contemptuouſly repreſented, as a Number of Tinkers and i Taylors, but ur 
triouſly and unjuſtly repreſented, as being of the Number of thoſe, who, though they 
do not publickly care to own it, as the Writer of the Pamphlet artfully repreſents, 
| have this Objection to the Bill, That whenever the Bills are redeemed, the 
Poſſeſſor ought to be paid as much as they would - purchaſe in Silver at the 
Time they were iſſued, which might be a Re:ompence' for what be has ſaf- 
© fered by the Depreciation, This was not the  ObjeRion the Petitioners bad 
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conſiſtent with Truth and Juſtice. The Objections made to the Bill, & it relates to 
our Privileg&, are mainly to the 'Oath enjoined to be taken. The heco Lt 
That an Oath being a ſolemn Appeal to God as a Witneſs for the Truth of what we 
ſay, can't be taken in this Caſe, becauſe, in an aſſertory Oath,@which.. this is, we cag 
only ſwear to Things within our own Knowledge, but to ſwear poſitively to a F a 


ov 


we can't know, as is enjoined: in this Oath, is impoſſible. "That multiplying Oaths bas 1 
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2 Tendency to leſſen in the Minds of Men that juſt Dread and Awe, they ought tio 


have of an Oath, and thereby introduce Perjury with cuſtomary Swearing, and ſo deftroy 
+ the main End of the religious Appointment of Oaths, wiz. The Support of human 
Society in the neceſſary Maintenance of Peace and Juſtice among Men. That as the 
Refuſal to take the Oath is a Diſqualification for Office Civil or Military, it ſtrikes at 
Prerogative as well as Privilege, however it is needleſs for us, to ſay any Thing in 
Favour of Prerogative, ſor no Doubt, the Gentleman, whom, the Crown has truſted 
with that Branch of Government, (which duly adminiſtred, is a Guard to Liberty a- 
ainſt the Encroaghments of Licentipuſneſs) will, in Faithfulneſs to the Crown, as it is 
5 Fad, he has in other Inſtances, evince his jealous Regard for its Intereſt in this Point: * 
but the Objections they make, which affect Liberty, are what demand our moſf ſerious At- 
tention. It is ſaid, the Oath can affect only the Hopeſt and Timorous, but will harden thoſe 
who do not fear an Oath, and give them an Advantage:ruinous to Government. That 
as it is a neceſſary Qualification for Office, and without which all other Qualifications 


are uſeleſs, though, we may, in future Times, have a thin Houſe of Repreſegtatives,® 


yet we may, alſo have a very wicked One; That the * Refuſal to take-bis Oath cur- 

- tails the Priviledge of Election, and ſtrips the Candidates of their Right to Election. 

That it is an Outlawry, no Perſon who refuſes to take it being allowed to take out 
- Execations for judgments obtained in the King's Courts. Thele Latino are looked on 
as giving the fatal Blow to the Privileges of Engliſhmen, and re We them much,be- 


low Frenchmen, who know no ſuch Reſtraints. I ſhall therefore give you the 
Liſt that can be obtained of the Gentlemen who were in Favour of the Bill. * 
Juſebb Heath, Eſq; Mr. Ephraim Jones, Mr. Samuel Beumer, * 
Robert Spurr, =P Thomas Greenwood, Eſq; The Hon. //aac Little, qs 
William Hunt, Eſq; Ephraim Curtis, Eſq; James Otis, Eſqʒ; 
Adam Cuſbing, Eſq; Mr. Samuel Witt, Joſeph Thacker, Eſq; 
Jeb Richards, Eſq; Joſeph kminfler, Eſq; Samuel Krowles, Eſq; 
| . Temes Jeffry, r. 7% Livermore, Jeſepb Freeman, Eſq; 
Niob Choate, Eſq; Capt. Jela Brown, Daniel Carpenter, Eiq; 
William Collins, Eſq; Mr. Jacob Fer, Capt. Samuel Tyler, 
Jacob Fowle, Eſq; Capt. William Richardſon, TFobn Stover, Eiq; 
_ Robert Hale, Eſq; Mr. Nathaniel Nelſon, Enoch Freeman, Ef x 


Mr. Nathaniel Peaſele, Nabum Ward, Eſq; Oe. Jeremiah Powell, Eſqy | 
Andrew Boardman, Elq; Thomas Foſter, Elq; Mr. Abifbai Folger. 
Mr. Tames Ruſſel, Gamaliel Bradford, Eſqz N 


If theſe few Objections, which are Selected from a great Nomber more, half be 


preſerve to yourſelves, and for them, the Exerciſe of your and their moral ,*_ 
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hers! ppinefs, that „** * done e acer 
e and —— the People, which much depends — 
rw will you not avoid i m your Elections, the — — 
'Fhoſe N were the Patrons and Friends to — Bill. Thoſe who have had à Hand 
tho Inroads made upon yoar Liberties in the afbre · mentioned Inſtances. Thoſe 
* have been bribed Bills of Exch—ge and Com—ſ—ns, which by their 
Actiens they ſeem to value, more than their neceſſary Food. Upon your 
Conduct in chis Election, under God, depends the Repair of your Country's dreadfut 
Diſorders. For, ſhould ! by the kind Interpoſition of Heaven, a Stop be © put 
to the Act; Your Repreſentatives may again have an Opportunity either to mar or 
make you. This Gentlemen ſeems to be the Time, when your Country is come to 
its Criſis, therefore her Fate depends upon your Election; wherefore I would\moft 
eurneſtly beſeech you — For the Sake of your Wives, your Children, and the Cities .. 
your God, that on this moſt important OT To I One 
Election fall upon the Honeſt and Independent. 5 
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